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As-Suwaidi (who was somewhat biased against Nadir) was doubtless
exaggerating when saying that he looked as though he were an octogen-
arian. Bazin, who was in intimate contact with him during the last few
months of his life, described him as followsx:
" Sa barbe, peinte en noire, contrastoit avec ses cheveux qui £toient tout Wanes,
II etoit (Tun temperament fort et robuste, (Tune taille ties haute, et d'une grosseur
proportionate; & avoit le visage basane, moins arrondi qu'allong^, sans 1'etre
pourtant trop; le nez aquilln, la bouche assez bien fendue, la l&vre inf£rieure un
pen excedente, les yeux petits et per?ans, le regard vif et p£n£trant, la voie ($ic)
rude et forte, mais dont il S9avoit adoucir les sons, selon que le caprice ou rintfret
le demandoient"
Of Nadir's character, enough has already been said to show that he
was a man of iron will But harsh and violent though he was, he had a
gentler side, as he was genuinely fond of his mother2 and had a great
affection for his grandson Shahrukh, The terrible change in his character
which was wrought by his physical condition and by the reverses of fortune
which he suffered in his later years will be discussed later in this chapter.
He was a very hard worker, but, when the business of the day was done,
he would retire to a private apartment:
" . . . where, unbending himself at once from Business, he sups with three or four
Favourites, and drinks a Quart, or at most three Pints of Wine, behaving all the Time
in the freest and most facetious Manner. In this private Conversation no Person
is allowed to mention any Thing relating to public Business; nor, at other Times,
must they presume upon this Intimacy to behave with more Familiarity than their
Equals. Two of his Evenin^-Compaxiions happening to transgress in that Point,
by taking the Liberty to advise him in Public, he immediately ordered them to be
strangled, saying: 'Such Fools were not fit to live, who could not dbtinguish
between Nadir Shah and Nadir Koli*" *
Cocfcell, from whose Personal Description the above passage is taken,
further stated that Nadir drank wine with moderation, but that ** he is
extremely addicted to Women, in which he affects great Variety, yet
never neglects his Business on their Account.*'4 According to Huway/
Nadir had, in his later days, thirty-three women in his harem, exclusive
of their attendants*
Mirza Mahdi states that the things (apart from fighting) in which Nadir
1 Bazin, pp. 315 and 316,
*	Bazin (p. 3x8) states that he seemed genuinely afflicted at her death and that he Lad a flue
mosque trailt over her tomb.
 *	Fraser, pp. 230 ap<j 231.
 *	Ibid., p. 227.   Malcolm (VoL II, p. 85 footnote) states, however, that " a chief of the Aflfebir
informed me that his father (who was one of Nadir's generals) used often to praise the gnat
continence of that monarch, who nefvez; he said, had more than two wives with him whea
in the field, and was displeased with any leader who was accompanied by more than one.1*
*	VoL IV, pp. 268 and 269.
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